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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: IDS filed on April 22, 2005 to the 
application filed on September 25, 2001. 

2. Claims 1-10 are pending. Claims 1, 5, 9 and 10 are independent claims. 

3. The claim for priority to U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/235,260, filed 
on September 25, 2000 has been denied. The U.S. Provisional application is in another 
language. 

Drawings 

4. The examiner has accepted the Drawings filed on March 8, 2004. 

Specification 

5. The specification is objected to because it fails to describe figures 8A, 8B, 10A 
and 1 0B in the brief description of drawings. 

Double Patenting 

6. A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 
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A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

7. Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same 
invention as that of claims 1-3 of prior U.S. Patent No. 6, 928, 61 1 . This is a double 
patenting rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

9. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bailey 
(U.S. 6,886,133, filed Jun 7, 2001). 

Regarding Independent claim 1, Bailey discloses a text composition spacing 
amount setting device for a desktop publishing (DTP) system, comprising: 

• At least one inter-character-class spacing amount setting table, for use in line 
composition, for grouping similar characters, forming a plurality of character 
classes and setting inter-character spacing amounts between a character class 
of a previous character and a character class of a next character within a pair of 
continuous characters (column 2, lines 4-15 & column 8, lines 36-43, wherein a 
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formatting pane displays various formatting properties. The formatting properties 
include character spacing properties. In addition the interactive formatting pane 
also include table format properties. Therefore a table is used to represent the 
character spacing properties); 

• A display device for displaying electronic text that has been line composed 
(column 2, lines 23-36, wherein a display device is used for formatting stings of 
text. Therefore since each string is subject to formatting properties it includes line 
composition); 

• And an input device for providing user input (column 4, lines 39-52, wherein a 
user can enter commands through input devices); 

• A spacing amount setter that is operable to display on the display device a dialog 
box for user input of a spacing amount between the character class for the 
previous character and the character class for the next character, and to display 
in the dialog box an icon representing the character class for the previous 
character and an icon representing the character class for the next character 
(column 8, lines 35-50 & column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog box allows a 
user to control the character spacing properties. In addition Bailey shows the use 
of a icon for adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), 
thereby visually distinguishing the various formatting properties for adjusting 
character classes). 
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Regarding Dependent claim 3, Bailey discloses a text composition spacing 
amount setting device, further operable to receive a user selection of either the 
character class of the previous character or the character class of the next character in 
the dialog box (column 8, lines 35-50 wherein a dialog box allows a user to control the 
character spacing properties, therefore a user can select the various character classes 
within a dialog box pertaining to character spacing). 

Regarding Dependent claim 4, Bailey discloses wherein a left side display 
column is provided for icons of the character class for the previous character and a right 
side display column is provided for icons for the character class of the next character in 
the dialog box, the device further being operable to display an icon representing a 
selected character class, among a plurality of classes, for the previous character in the 
left side display column, and to display an icon representing a selected character class, 
among a plurality of classes, for the next character in the right side display column 
(column 2, lines 4-15 , column 8, lines 35-50 & column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog 
box allows a user to control the character spacing properties. In addition Bailey shows 
the use of a icon for adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), 
thereby visually distinguishing the various formatting properties for adjusting character 
classes. Since table-formatting properties exist it is capable of representing character 
classes on a right or left side of a column). 
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Regarding Independent claim 5, Bailey discloses a computer program product, 
tangibly stored on a computer-readable medium, for setting at text composition spacing 
amount in a desktop publishing (DTP) system, comprising instructions operable to 
cause a programmable processor to: 

• Display on a display device a spacing amount saved in an inter-class character 
table in response to a user selection in the inter-character class spacing amount 
setting table, for use in line composition, the inter-character class spacing 
amount setting table grouping similar characters, forming a plurality of character 
classes and defining inter-character spacing amounts between a character class 
of a previous character and a character class of a next character within a pair of 
continuous characters (column 4, lines 39-52 & column 2, lines 4-15 & column 8, 
lines 36-43, wherein a display device is used for representing a table format 
within a dialog box for character spacing properties that are adjusted based on 
user selection, the characters are a continuous pair); 

• And display in the dialog box an icon representing the character class of the 
previous character and an icon representing the character class of the next 
character (column 8, lines 35-50 & column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog box 
allows a user to control the character spacing properties. In addition Bailey 
shows the use of a icon for adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 3, 
numeral 320), thereby visually distinguishing the various formatting properties for 
adjusting character classes). 
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Regarding Dependent claim 7, the claim is for a computer program product 
performing the steps of claim 3, and is similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

Regarding Dependent claim 8, Bailey discloses a computer program product, 
further operable to: 

• Display a left side display column for icons of the character class of the previous 
character and a right side display column for icons of the character class of the 
next character in the dialog box (column 2, lines 4-15 & column 8, lines 35-50 & 
column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog box allows a user to control the character 
spacing properties. In addition Bailey shows the use of a icon for adjusting the 
formatting properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), thereby visually distinguishing 
the various formatting properties for adjusting character classes. A table is used 
for representing the formatting properties therefore columns exist for displaying 
the character spacing properties); 

• Display the icon of the selected character class in the left side display column 
when a character class among a plurality of character classes is selected for the 
previous character's character class (column 2, lines 4-15, column 8, lines 35-50 
& column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog box allows a user to control the 
character spacing properties. In addition Bailey shows the use of a icon for 
adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), thereby visually 
distinguishing the various formatting properties for adjusting character classes. A 
table is used for representing the formatting properties therefore columns exist 
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for either left or right sides of the table for displaying the character spacing 
properties); 

• And display the icon of the selected character class in the right side display 
column when a character class among a plurality of character classes is selected 
for the next character's character class (column 2, lines 4-15, & column 8, lines 
35-50 & column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a dialog box allows a user to control the 
character spacing properties. In addition Bailey shows the use of a icon for 
adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), thereby visually 
distinguishing the various formatting properties for adjusting character classes. A 
table is used for representing the formatting properties therefore columns exist 
for displaying the character spacing properties,). 

Regarding Independent claim 9, Bailey discloses a text composition spacing 
amount setting device for a DTP system, comprising: 

• At least one inter-character-class spacing amount setting table, for use in line 
composition, the inter-character-class spacing amount setting table grouping 
similar characters, forming a plurality of character classes and setting inter- 
character spacing amounts between a character class of a previous character 
and a character class of a next character within a pair of continuous characters 
(column 2, lines 4-15, wherein a formatting table is used for representing 
character spacing properties. The characters are grouped based on the 
formatting properties selected by a user); 
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• A display means capable of displaying electronic text that has been line 
composed (column 2, lines 23-36, wherein a display device is used for formatting 
stings of text. Therefore since each string is subject to formatting properties it 
includes line composition); 

• An input means with which a user can perform input (column 4, lines 39-52, 
wherein a user can enter commands through input devices); 

• And a spacing amount setting means that is operable to start in response to user 
input, and to display on the display means a dialog box for user input of spacing 
amount between the character class of the previous character and the character 
class of the next character, and to display in the dialog box an icon representing 
the character class of the previous character and an icon representing the 
character class of the next character (column 8, lines 35-50 & column 6, lines 42- 
50, wherein a dialog box allows a user to control the character spacing 
properties. In addition Bailey shows the use of a icon for adjusting the formatting 
properties (see figure 3, numeral 320), thereby visually distinguishing the various 
formatting properties for adjusting character classes. A dialog box allows a user 
to control the character spacing properties. Based on the user formatting 
properties the character spacing would be adjusted for a character class). 

Regarding Independent claim 10, Bailey discloses a computer readable 
recording medium recording a text composition spacing amount setting program for 
executing by computer in a desktop publishing system, comprising: 
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• A procedure for displaying on a display means in dialog box format a spacing 
amount saved in an inter-character-class spacing amount setting table when a 
user selects the inter-character-class spacing amount setting table, for use in line 
composition, wherein the inter-character-class spacing amount setting table 
groups similar characters, forms a plurality of character classes and sets inter- 
character spacing amounts between a character class of a previous character 
and a character class of a next character within a pair of continuous characters 
(column 2, lines 4-15 & column 8, lines 36-43, wherein a formatting pane 
displays various formatting properties. The formatting properties include 
character spacing properties. In addition the interactive formatting pane also 
include table format properties. Therefore a table is used to represent the 
character spacing properties that have a relationship with the previous and next 
character); 

• And a procedure for displaying in the dialog box an icon representing the 
character class of the previous character and an icon representing the character 
class of the next character (column 8, lines 35 & column 6, lines 42-50, wherein a 
dialog box allows a user to control the character spacing properties. In addition 
Bailey shows the use of a icon for adjusting the formatting properties (see figure 
3, numeral 320), thereby visually distinguishing the various formatting properties 
for adjusting character classes. A dialog box allows a user to control the 
character spacing properties. Therefore the previous and the next character are 
displayed via dialog box for adjusting the spacing properties.). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bailey (U.S. 6,886,133, filed Jun 7, 2001) in view of Sawada (U.S. 5,501,538, filed Jun 
21,1994). 

Regarding Dependent claim 2, Bailey teaches the use of a dialog box for accessing a 
formatting tool for applying formatting properties. The formatting properties include the 
use of character spacing (column 8, lines 35-45). In addition the interactive formatting 
pane also include the use of table formatting properties, therefore setting tables for 
adjusting character spacing (column 2, lines 4-15). Bailey fails to teach the support for 
various character classes for spacing. Sawada teaches wherein the plurality of 
character classes includes one or more of(1) starting parenthesis, (2) ending 
parenthesis, (3) characters that cannot appear at the start of a line, (4) non-centered 
punctuation, (5) centered punctuation, (6) period, (7) comma, (8) repeating characters 
that cannot be broken across lines, (9) preceding abbreviation code, (10) following 
abbreviation code, (11) full-width ideographic spaces, (12) hiragana, (13) Japanese 
characters other than character classes (1) through (12), (14) full-width numeral, (15) 
half-width numeral, (16) half-width Roman text, (17) start of line, (18) start of paragraph, 
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and (19) end of line (column 5, lines 50-56, wherein the character spacing apparatus 
supports characters from Japanese language including hiragana and katakana). At the 
time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the support for Japanese language characters in a character spacing system. 
The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a more efficient method of 
character adjustment for printing purposes by taking the character relationships into 
account thereby eliminating the use of a skilled operator using kerning techniques. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Sawada with Bailey 
for the benefits of allowing greater character impression by taking into account the 
character relationships thereby supporting character spacing for Japanese languages. 

Regarding Dependent claim 6, the claim is for a computer program product 
performing the steps of claim 2, and is similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

Other Prior Art Cited 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

• Gillam (U.S. 6,626,960) discloses "Method, System, And Program For 
Generating A Table To Determine Boundaries Between Characters" 

• Babcock et al (U.S. 6,252,607) discloses "Method And System For 
Character Spacing In Graphics Terminal Emulation" 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manglesh M. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 5937. The examiner can normally be reached on M,F 8:30-6:00 T,TH 8:30-3:00 
Wed 8:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached on (571)272-4124. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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